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wal Narrative of the state of Re lieion 
within the baunds of the General As- 
40) whl 7] of the Pre osby fer ream 2 C muren —— 
ond of the Cre neral . isonciét ions of Con- 
necticut, of New Hampshire, of Mas- 
sac husett> yr fa “sy gel if ii ienerad 
{ ‘anwention ay - ‘erimont, during the last 


year . 

Tur General Ags mbly. of the Pres- 
tevian Churchin the U. States of Ame. 
rica, Ia giving to the chu ches under their 
eate a detailed account of the stafe and 
prosper ‘ity of Zion. find themselves al- 
fected by mingled emotions, in which joy 
end gratitude have the ascendency. 

A view of thé operations of Divine 
grace in gur churches during the past 
year, clearly demonstrates, not only that 
God is a ever min Efitl of his covenant 
with his peop! e, that he will not forever 
hide his face from the children of his love, 
but also, that “* the time, even the set tine 
to favour many parts of the Arerican 
Zion has xow come.”? Tf, when receiving 
a partic ular account of God’s dealings 
with his people, we find, in some instan- 
ces, that “iniquity abounds, and the love 
of some who have Ae age to serve the 
Lord, has wakxeu cokl; that stupidity, 
luke-warmn C88, dea: Iness, or vices h ive 
paralyzed the arm of religious exertion, 
or stopped the pulse of réligi: ous féeling,’ 
the General Assem! ily feel thankful to the 
great head of the church, that they are 
s00n relieved from dwelling on these 
ik and depressing scenes ? A bright- 
er and more arimating state of affairs 
soon rises to notice. Instances, in which 
“the arm of the Lord has heen sigriall y 
revealed”? to many, who had been long 

« titting in the darkness of sntritual 
death,” or benumbed by a death-like le- 
hargy and indifference to spiri utual con. 
cerns, gild the prospects, inapire with 
hope, eucourage and animate us-to wait 




































for the Divine bless: sing in the way of Gow’ 
appolutment, and in the use of tobe 
means which he has designated. 

in noticing the events, which have 
transpired curing the past year, the Ges 
ner | Assambly Cannot api p rie thent 
as charactenstic of a new and hig! ity ill 
teresting fora of the ehurch of C tries onthe 
They can state, from informatiun reeeiya 
ed from different sections of the church, 
that infidelity stalks abroad witha less 
coufident and tnbiushing aspect, than i 
times past: that** intemperance and pros 
fanity have become less freq ient. ¢ and 
that a decent and respectful attention ts 
ye nerally paid to the external duties of. 
piety. True itis, that this state of thing 

does not every where prevail. In some 
sections of the church the people of God 
are mourning and in tears, because the 
Sansarr of the Lord is not hallowed; 
and because instead of *& og tS ee 
keep it holy,” some ¢ontinue to do the 
own pleas aaa and attend to secular as 
suifs on this holy day ! pat sre, on 
the Lord’s Day is not uniformly nor cares 
fully avoided § and theugh, in some parts 
of our land, this sin 18 presi ated and pu- 
rn ished, (an ‘ the (re! neral Asse: noble merfi- 
tion thas fact in the langaage of commen. 
dation; and in hepes thatit will receive 
notice, and imitation,) yet, in others, it is 
Ba dry as ofa venial character, and 
cammitted with but little compunection | 
The Genera! Assembly advert to this, 
for the purpose of expressing the sense 
which they entertain of iteas a flagrant 
violation of express and commanded du- 
ty; as cale ulated to provoke the Divine 
indignation and to britig down the heavyi- 
st judgments ! 

It is with pleasure, however, that the 
General Assembly can re port the har mro- 
nv, the union, and the peace af the churels 
--the fidelity of its ministers s and th 
instances of exemplar) piety, oi férvent 
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zeal, and of generous and devoted at- 
tachment to the cause of the Redeemer, 
which are presented to their notice. 
* The Garden of God” has heen copivus- 
ly watered with showers of Divine grace ; 
Inany trees planted in it, have attained 
the strength and beautv of the “ Cedars 
of Lebanon,” and brought forth fruit a- 
bondantly. Amongst the means which 
Gou has especially blessed to the conver- 
sion Of sisiners, and to the edification 
and increase of his church—Catechetical 
Instruction, Sunday Schools and Bible 
Classes, deserve a special notice. 

In most congregations, the youthful 
mind has been directed to that “ form of 
sound words” contained in the Cnvte- 
ehisms Oi our church, and thus supplied 
with materials to comfort and protect 
them im riper years, as well as to guide 
them in the morning of life. Uf the testi- 
meny of @ vperience will be listened to on 
this head, it will pronounce loudly in fa- 
vour of communicating instruction by 
means of Catechisms ; tor it proclaiins 
that God has hitherto greatly blessed this 
mole of imparting religious knowledge. 

Sunday Schools also occupy a_ promi- 
nent situation in the details of the occur- 
rences of the past year. In several por- 
tions of our land these schools have been 
constituted for the instruction of the poor 
and ignorant. ‘The moments of holy do- 
mestic leisure which occur on the Lord’s 
Day, are appropriated to this laudable 
undertaking. Multitudes of the ignorant 
and the young, having Leen led to the 
fountains of human knowledge, and taught 
to read the word of life, have been con- 
ducted, by their benevolent instructors, 
to the Temple of the living God, to seek 
for that knowledge by which they may 
“become wise unto salvation.” In the 
city of Philadelphia, more than five thou- 
sand children, as well as many aged per- 
suns, are instructed in this manner. In 
New-York, the youthful pupils exceed 
four thousand. And, when noticing and 
approving this laudable, and (in our coun- 
iry) novel mode of instructing those 
“who were ready to perish, and had 
none to help them,” it would be ungene- 
rous an [unjust not toaward the meed of 
applause where it has been so richly meri- 
ted, to declare, that “ the daughters of 
Zion” have done nobly in this undertak- 
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ing. They have certainly performed , 
conspicuous and important part, and ¢p. 
serve well of the friends of humanity, »») 
religion, They have thus been the honcer. 
ed instruments of * plucking many of oy, 
race, as brands out of the everlastiy. 
burning ;” and rendering them use(yj 
and ornamental members «f civil society 

and blessings to the church of God! May 

the prayers of the widow, and the ble. 

sings of the fatherless, attend and stiny. 

late them to farther exertions ! 

“ Bible Classes” have heen formed jy 
different sections of the church ; and the 
object of their formation has been to yep. 
der the yourg and ignorant familiar with 
the volume of Holy Writ: and so greg 
has been the aptitude, which has heey 
manifested, that some of the children 
have been able to repeat to their imstroe. 
tors, at a single recitation, several hun. 
dred verses of the sacred volume. 

Bible and Tract Societies have greatly 
multiplied in our country, during the las: 
year. From Georgia to Maine, ender 
vors have been made to convey the Worl 
of Life; the consolations, and support 
of the Gospel, to the remotest cottage on 
our horders : They, who have been long 
sitting in the darkness of the shadow ef 
death—-without the light of revelation— 
ignorant of what the Gospel of Clirist has 
done, and what it can do, are no longer 
in this distressing situation! The lanp 
of revelation now shines in many a hill 
erto gloomy mansion ; and illuminates, 
and directs, and cheers many a hitherto 
darkened soul! In the distribution of re- 
ligious Tracts (in which the reality and 
power ot Godliness have appeared, as ma- 
nifested in the lives, and death of eminent 
Christians) a Divine blessing has been 
evident, and encouragement communica- 
ted not to become weary in this species of 
“ well doing.” 

The General Assembly record wil! 
eratification, and heartfelt pleasure, tie 
information they have received of the lor- 
mation of an“ American Bible Society,” 
a few days since in the city of New-York; 
and from the unanimty manifested by #! 
denominations of Christians on that occa 
sion, the fervour of zeal displayed, ani 
eagerness manifested by the numerol 
and highly respectable delegation, whi! 
attended to combine their exertions ' 
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promoting the best interests of their 
follow men, by furnishing them with the 
word of fife—they cannet but believe 
that itis the * work of God,” that ic will 
sand, and prove a rich blessing to those, 
wiv may enjoy the fruits of its exertions. 

Of the benefits resulting trom moral so- 


civties. the Assembly are fully sensible, 


and willingly testify their approbation of 


the object to effect which their exertions 

are divected ; and when it is stated that 
these sucieties have been instrumental, 
with the Divine blessiug, in repressing 
and discountenaneing proianity, intem- 
porances sabbath-breaking, and other no- 
turious Vices, farther inducements need 
not be mentioned to those, who study the 
peace and prosperity of the church, and 
good order of society, to linpel them to 
promote their formation, and to effect 
their object. : 

Missionary exertions, during the last 
year, have been numerous, and eflicacious. 
‘The hearts of many have been opened to 
«devise liberal! things in behaif of those 
who are perishing for lack of know- 
ledge.” In addition to the missionary 
societies existing, at the time of our last 
report, several new societies have been 
formed, aud new labourers sent into 
the * whitened fields.” ‘Lhe reports re- 
ceived on this subject, are of aa encoura- 
ging complexion, and calculated to ex- 
cite to more vigorous eXertions in the 
Gospel vineyard. 

By the last General Assembly, it was 
recommended to the churches fo join in 
“monthly conceris of prayer,” to unite 
in earnest su yplication for the speedy 
coming of the esloms of the Redeemer, 
and for the extension of the triumphs of 
the Gosp-t of Christ. ‘This recommen- 
dation has met witha very general attcu- 
tion; Christians of other denominations 
than our own, have cordially united with 
us in this interesting service. God has 
been entreated of by his people—he has 
leard their prayers; he has answered 
their petitions, and blessed their souls. 

Several conversions to God, in indivi- 
dual cases, aud several revivals of reli- 
gw in societies, may be traced to these 
seasons of social prayer. !n many places, 
“devout and pious females” have formed 
themselves into praying societies, aud ob- 
Waived in the discharge of duty—comfort 
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to themselves, and light, and direction for 
others. 
Tie state of the church, during the past 


year ; its growth, and prosperity; the 
zeal and diligence of its members: the 


outpourings of the Spirit ef God; the con- 
viction and conversion of multitudes, 
who had hitherto been * dead in trespass- 
es and sins ;” the language of * praise 
which has burst from «the mouth of 
babes and sucklings ;” these have beea 
ofa character calculated to excite the 
strains of holy gratitude, and to cause us 
to exclaim, “ These are the Lord’s do- 
ings, and wondrous in our eyes {7 

In passing from south to north, the 
General Assembly find in most places. a 
decent and respectful attention to the 
ordinary means of grace :—and in some-- 
a special work, and extrazordinary out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In the city of Philadelphia, a very aui- 
mating revival commenced in January 
last. A deep, silent, and awful work-- 
attended by pungent convictions of sin- 
fulness, and misery, continued tor some 
length of time. ‘The good work still pro- 
eresses ! 

Within the bounds of the Presbytery of 
New Brunswick, the General Assembly 
have found much to gladden the heart. 
‘Trenton and Bound Brook have been yi- 
sited with times of retreshing from the 
Divine Presence. In Baskenridge the 
spirit of the Lord has been poured out in 
copious effusions. “Phe good work, which 
commenced in the cademy, was soon 
extended to the church generally. <A 
goodly nimber of the Students of that in- 
stitution, as well as many others, have 
joined themselves to the Lord. 

In Morristown, within the bounds of 
the Presbytery of Jersey, a work of grace 
commenced in August last, which has 
been slow and gradual in its progress, and 
deep and solein in its effect. It yet 
continues, and the number ot its subjects 
is very considerable. 

From the Presbytery of Wew Fork in- 
formation has been received ofa highty 
gratifying character. In the brick church 
in the city of New York. God has been 
pleased to pour out his spirit, and to pro- 
ducea very general enquiry-+* What shal! 
we d» to be saved 7” ‘This attention to 
eternal concerns commenced tewards the 








close of the last year, and has rapidly and 
steadily increased from that time to the 
present, The subjects of this work are 
almost exclusively youti—the majority 


females—but an unusual proportion of 


mele s. 

Accounts of a similar character have 
been received from the Presbytery of 
Jiudson. In the congregation of Goshen— 
the revival, before existing, has greatly 
increased, inthe congregations of Scotch- 
town, Westown, Flor ida and Amity, the 
marks of Divine footsts :ps have been ve- 
vy yisthle. Numbers have been brought 
to bow to the scepter of King Jesus, and 
to embrace the humbling doctrines of the 
(rote. ; 

in the city of Albany, a Divine influ- 
efice has been exerted, and the houses of 
the living God fthronged with earnest, 
and devout worshippers! Such also has 
Leen the case at Catskill. 

The city of Troy, (within the bounds 
of the Presbytery of Columbia) has also 
be er abundantly watered by retreshing 

showers of neavenly grace, and numbers 
h ave been added to “the flock of Christ 
‘The hearts of the ministers of the Gospel 
have been fillec with joy, and their hands 
vith employment. 
As it would swell the details of this re- 
P rt beyond all reasonable bounds, to give 
pven a concise narrative of all the rey Vals 
of religion, which have taken place, with- 
in the past year, in the churehes under 

iv care, —the Gener val Assembly regrets 
; ey ean only mention the names of 

her Presbyteries, within the bounds of 
4 whic h, the “Spirit of God has betn poured 
out in eg re inarkable manner—of this 
sumber are the Presby teries of Winches- 
nh Long Island, Oneida, Onondaga,— 
Champlain Geneva and Cayuga. 

Whilst detailing the particular grawth 
of tre Redee mer” s kingdom, the General 
Assembly rejoice to ‘tind a missionary 
spirit arising in the breasts of the young 
nen, who are ath iched to the Theologi- 
col Seminary at Princeton sand they clie- 
rish & rational hope that this semina uy 
will preve * a school of Prophets,’ —wheo 
+ proc laim Christ the eat of salvation 
fo porishiag Blt iners, and consolation to 
ibe weary, wa Ling soul. 

: bh comune cton v ith this subi ye ct—the 


robly beve to ytate from information 
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communicated to this body, the exisienp, 
of a seminary for the instruction of Thy. 
clogical students, established at Hamp. 
den Sydney, under the patronage of (ig 
synod of Vi irginia, which it is hoped yi 
in due season, furnish able and faitlityl 
labourers in the vineyard of our commog 


Lora, 


Several of the Colleges of our land 
have been gragtously visited, and the salj 
of grace cast inta these fountains, trot 
which “streams may flow to make ela 
the city of our God.” Fhe moral habits 
of the youth in Union College ave very 
encour: iging. Two societies meet every 
week tor ¢¢ social worship,” beside oeca- 
sional meetings fer prayer. Severa! ip. 
stances of hopeful conversion have oc 
red in this seminary during the last year, 


From Massachusetts Proper, we learn, 
that the concert ol praye rs the diffusion 
of the holy seviptures and religious tracts; 
the propagation of the gospel among the 
destitute in our own countr: ys and it pe 
gan climes; and the suppression of in. 
moral practices 3; are objects, which are 
cherished with great fervour and success’ 
And we would record with joy and gra- 
titude, the namerous and animating revi- 

vals of religion, which have blessed many 
of the congregations in the counties of 
Hampshire, Hamden and Berkshire, and 
in other parts of the state, and which 
have introduced hundreds into the bosom 
of the christian church. The Theologi 
cal Institution at Jadover is.stated to ve 
in a flourishing condition ; anda yi 
has been lately formed in this stat 
which promises to affurd efficient aid te 
ious and indigent young men, whose 
Reorts God has inclined to the guepel 
ministry. 

The General Assembly leara with plea 
sure from the delegation from the Gene- 
ral Association of Coxnecricur, that at- 
tention to religion i in that quarter, exceeds 
any thing of the kind, which has ever 
fore been witnessed. About ove-sixth pe 
of the whole number of towns im tel 
state have Leen visited in an evirgordiné 
rymanner, and multitudes have become 
the subjects ofa lively hope. There, aids 
Missionary, Tract, Moral, and 
Praying Spcicties, hi 
flours 1Qe 


Li:ble, 


re Rumerous + 
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InV FRMONT, * God has not forgotten 
oe er cious to his charch.”?. In the 
ourse of ihe past year, re ‘vivals of relr- 
sion have occurres dina number of towns 
onl the eas tern Si ie of the maguntam, and 


aisoin the western part ef the state, par- 


ticularly in the towns bordeving on the 
lake. 


New Hasrsucre, has also been bless- 
e| with revivals. In several towns,a 
special wor k of grace has been begun, and 
continues ty progress. Concerts for prayer 
have been atten cle a, and blessed te the 
conversion of care! less siniers, and to the 
comfort gud edtficatesu of Goul’s on a peo- 
le! 

On areview of the 
sou for adoring gratitude and deep 


aitet lo ‘ | 
ti¢ ‘ ) | 
Wi} Wes We DAS 


@ rCa- 


itv: *' Not unto us, not aunty us, but to 
thy name, OQ God! shall this glorious 
and gracious work be ascribed !? Many 


whose heads are whitened with age, who 
have long borne the heat and burden of 
the day, in the Gospel vineyard, declare 
that never have such exhilarating reports 
of the prosperity of Zion sounded in their 
ears, nor su ich b ight p: ‘ospects met their 
+ Blesse oe then are your eyes, for 
see, aid your ear what 


eyes. 
what they 
they heav.” 

Let all be encouraged to diligence, to 
watchfulness, aud prayer, to op upon 
God in the use. of his appomted incans, 


Sy for 


and to wy y for ve ee ial OUT PO ur ine of 
his holy ; Splint. Byvetiiren, the promise Is 


sure; watt for its it will come ; it will 


hot tarry ! 
Published by order of the General As- 
seinbly > 
Attest, 
JACOB J. JANEWAY, Stated Clk. 


Philadelphia, May, 1816. 
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THE PROTESTANT EPIst 
CONVENTION 
Convention of the Protestant 
nninenced on Tuesda y 
X0ucs on Vhursda: 
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The Convention consisted ef 27 Fay 
D. pulies, anc the 16 following € lerical 
Deputies, viz :—The Reverend John Bu- 
chapan, of. Henrico; Edw'd C. McGuire, 
of Fredericksimre : Andrew Syme, Pe- 
tershurg; Wm. H. Wilmer, Alexandria ; 
Williain A. Hart. Church en Richmond 
Hilt; William Meade, Frederick : Chs. 
Crawtord, Ainherst ; John Philips, Caro- 
William Sieel, Prince ‘William 3 
C. Bowes, Spottsvivania; Georg ve 
Lemon, Fauquier; William Hawley, 
Culpeper ; Otiver Norris. Alexandria 3 
John Dann, Loudoun 3 Armistead Smith, 
Mathews: and \Villiaim \ugusta. 

On Luesday, various Committees were 

apy Oli iter 


, y 
bLhnanas o} 


line 3 


Hugh 


mill's. 


j 
I. 
the Convention were 
ited to the Reverend 
Oliver N his invelical and 
elognent on the duties of the 
Ministry, delivered this day in the Mo- 
numental Chureh.” 

The Conveution 


‘Phe 
unanimously prese 
* for 


ris 
discourse, 


he then adjourned to 
meet next morning, in the Seuate-Cham- 
her, a the agh o 

IV ednesday, J, May 92d.—The Rev. Mr. 
Wi iiner. fis d the Convention with 
a copy of thie Journal ot the proceedings 
of the Standing Committee of the Church 
of this State. 

Mr. Boggs, from the Committee ap-- 
pointed on the state of the Church, pre- 
sented a report, which was calculated to 
amend the Lith Canon of the Church, so 
as to introduce the words marked in Zéal- 
ies. in the following manner: 

Canon 1ith.—* On every Easter Mon- 
day, each Parish shall elect eight Vestry- 
men 3 but whereit is deemed expedient, 
the number may be increased ta twelve.— 
‘Two weeks’ notice shall be given of the 
meeting, by the Minister from the pulpit; 
or, if there be no Minister, by the Ves- 
try; or, if there be lio Vestry, by any 


LWwo mem be rs-\ he lis Mf 


| st sip 9" the pow- 

er of the \ stry MIN § ur j there he nO 
SUTVEL Mig me nbers of ‘the Vestr y. by three 
rs of the Ch urchi-—whe 
meetings 
as will 
And 


original it 


iushe 


re spec table Hie VDE 


sh ull « Luise ad ertiisements Ty th it 


tv be put pubic | a yap 


UN atl stit h 
‘ . 


notice of the wecting. 
“ er © 
every Few-hoider. or (it “the 


secure due 


+ , - ‘ 
Was ¢ miribubtor tu ie support OF 
4 ge j ' ‘) 3 we 
ine Cnurchs, shail De entitied tu vote. 















seat, subscribe the following form :— 
«Edo believe the Holy Scriptures of the 
“ Old and New Testament to be the word 
** of God, and to contain all things neces- 
* sary tosalvation; and ido solemnly ems 
“gage to conform to the doctrines aud 
“worship of the Protestant Episcops 
«* Church in these United States. ”—{ No 
change was proposed in the last part of 
this Canon. | 


The Proposition of the Committee was 
accepted, and the Canon was varied ac- 
cordingly. 


Sundry resolutions were offered by Mr. 
McGuire, on behalf of the Vestry of Fred- 
ericksburg, expressing their disap roba- 
tion of the 6th and 7th Canons, adopted 
by the last Convention.—!n the 6th Ca- 
non, 18 an enumeration of the + olfences 
for which a layman toy be presented and 
tried,” viz.—* inconti- 
nence, prefane sweariug, general negiect 
of public worship, Sahboatu-be eaking, Wie- 
verent behaviour during divine service, 
gaming, extortion, and any ofher vpen vi- 
ciousness of life;” lor which offences, 
Jay-inembers, who are * colnmunicants of 
the Church, may be reproved, publicly 
censured, or repelled from the loly com- 
mnunion, according to the degree of the 
offence, and the age and other circum- 
stances of the offender.” In the 7th Ca- 
non, isa specification of the modes of tri- 
aland punishment: tn the Ist instance, 
the minister of the parish where the ol- 
fence is committed, is privately to admon- 
ishs if this reproof should be unavailing, 
the matter is to come under the jurisdic- 
tion of the minister, vestry and wardens 3 
and in case of established guilt, the offen- 
der is to receive such sentence as the 
offence may deserve ; * which sentence 
(said the Canon,) shall be either reproot 
before the vestry and wardens, public 
censure in the church, or repelling him 
from the holy communion.” 


ee PP 
Uruinenuness, 


Considerable discussion ensued on the 
reposition to rescind these Cagéns. The 
Duasiaiiin resolved itself inte a Commit- 
tee, Hugh Nelson, Esq. in the Chair; the 
matter was debated at large ; and on the 
Committee’s rising, Mr. Nelson reported 
thatthey had agreed to a resolution, which 
he delivered in at the Secretary’s tab-e, 
where the same was read 2s follows : 
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nous for the government of the Chur) of 
this Diocese, adopted by the last Conver. 
tion, be repealed 5 and that the followin. 
Canon, which, in substance, was passe 
int May, 1805, be revived and establishes 
in hiew thereof, viz :-— 

“Whereas, the present state of th 
Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, 
has experienced many and great inconye. 
niences, from the want of such regulations 
and provisions as the good and wholesome 
government of the said Church required, 
aud from the non-performance of existing 
Canous : Now, in order that such ineon. 
venlences nay be removed, so far as lieth 
in this Convention, and that the rules 
and Canons of the said Church, and also 
those of the General Convention, may be 
strictly observed and enforced in all tine 
io comes: that all the members of the said 
Chureh, whether Clergymen or Laymen, 
may be excited to the most zealous and 
commendable exertions to further, by all 
justifiable means, the future prosperity of 
the Church -— , 

“ Leit ordained, That any lay member 
of the Church, being a coimmunicant 
thereof, conducting himself in a manuer 
ubworthy of a Christian, may and ought 
to be admonished by the Minister aud 
Vestry of the Parish or congregation 3 and 
if such member persevere in such conduct, 
he shall be suspe or expelled by the 
Minister and VY 3 in which case lie 
inay appeal to the Ordinary, who shall 
have power to coufirm or reject the sen- 
tence.” 

‘The said Resolution, being read a 2nd 
time, was, on the question put thereupon, 
unanimously agreed to by the Conven- 
tioh. 

It was on the debate on these Canons 
that some remarks were made on theatri- 
cal amusements.—It was not correct, as 
stated in the last Enquirer, that any pro- 
position to inhibit such amusements, had 
fuiled.—_No motion was made on the mat- 
ter—no decision in any shape whatever 
was made. 

Thursday, May 23d—Various reports 
were presented by Committees—One by 
Benjamin W. Leigh, Esq. from the com- 
mittee ta examine the ‘Treasurer’s ac: 


cuunts. 


“ Resolved, That the Gth and 7th Cy. 
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Mr. Benjamin Allen, jr. brought for- 
ward 2 proposition, which was accepted, 

for forming a Common Prayer Book end 
Tract | Society, for the Diocese of Virgi- 
cs motion of the Rev. Mr. Hawley, 

+ was agreed that the next Meeting of the 

Convention, shall be at Fredericksburg, 

on the first Tuesday in May next. 

The Right Revd, Mr. Moore then deiiv- 
erod his “4 ddeess on the state of the 
Church—on which it was * Fesolved una- 
nimously, that the thanks of this Conve a- 
tion be presenter to the Right Rev. Rich- 
ad Channing Moore, D. D. for his elo- 
quent and apnropriate Pastoral Address ; 
and that he be requested to furnisha copy 
thereof for insertion in the Journal.’ 

Thanks were presented to Wm. Mun- 
fori, sq. “ for lis disinterested and faith- 
ful services .as Secretary tothe Conven- 
tion,” after which, it adjourned till the Ist 
Tuesday in May next. 

rR 
For he Christian Monitor. 

BENEFLES OF RETIREMENT, 

Some centuries ago it was the fashion 
for serious people to i y from society, and 
relinqu’ ish the duties of .ctive life, in the 
hope that t) eV might better worship God 
sl secure their own salvation in a 
my and indolent solitude. In many of 
the monastic institutions, we rec 
the spir it of piety, but lamentably nm \isp euid- 
el by ignorance and superstition. On the 
other hand, I cannot help thinking that in 
the present times C hristians value. retire- 
ment too little. Wesufer ourselves to 
be so much enicrossed with the company, 
the business and the amusements of the 
world, that we scarcely set apart an hour 
how and then for lonely and solemn me- 
ditation on the concerns ofeternity. “Lhe 
following are some of the principal ob- 
jects for which we should seck to escape 
often from the noise and bustle of the 
scenes in which we are placed. 

First, the study of “the Holy Seri} pres 
This isat once a ci uyofthe h foheat j im- 
portance, and a privilege inexpressibly 
precious; a duty, alas, too little practis- 
ed,a privileze too little esteemed, even 
among those who profess to venerate the 
bible as a revelation from heaven. The 
sacred volume is fraught with the most 

sublime and interesting truths. It incul- 
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cates those precepts of holiness which are 
suited to prepare the soul for the exalted 
employments and pleasures of the king- 
dom of glor Aerie ge i our resolution 
and pat ence in the Christian warfare 
with encouragements the most animat- 
ing. and promises the most supporting. 
This divine treasury is set open before 
us alls; and we are iny ited and ‘command - 
ed to draw frame itabuncdantly the means 
of supplying our spiritual wants. In this 
study. the loftiest genius may be perpetu- 
ally making new and delightful advances $ 
while the weakest are sure of learning 
all things needful ‘or their salvation. But 
in order to gain these advantages, we 
must apply our minds ear nestly to the 
work, as well as pray tor enidance from 
above. We must eet away from the ha- 
rassing tumult of busines 8, the vain, cor- 
rupting g glare of worldly parade, the per- 
niciou s sophistry y of the passions; that we 
may enquire into the meaning of God’s 
word ¢: andidly and deli! verately, settling 
our faith under the awfvl inspection of 
his eve. How happy are they ‘who have 
leisure. anid wisdom thus to improve it ! 
How refreshing, beyond the dearest con- 
versation of our fellow men, to hear the 
God of truth and love speaking to us in 
our solitary walks, by the doctrines and 
promises of lis gospel ! 

Secondly, we should seek retirement 
for the study of ourselves. To havea 
true acquaintance with our own hearts js 

a thing of prime moment,and at the same 
time very difficult to attaiu. Without 
ereat care and attention, we may fatally 
deceive ourselves in the estimation we 
form ofour standing with God. AmtTin 
the way to heaven? Have I scriptural e- 
vidences ofa genuine -onversion ? Is my 
faith of that kind which purifies the heart, 
and brings forth the fruits of righteous. 
ness F Dol sincerely aim to glorify God 
in all my actions ? Am | advancing in 
religion, or going backward ? How do I 
succeed in conquering my besetting cor- 
- ruptions ? Is hatitual communion with 
God experimenta’ ly necessary to m 
peace ? Should | | -«: suddenly called ; 
way by death, am { prepared ‘for that re- 
gion of immortal bliss to which I profess 
toaspire ? Such questions as these we 
should be often endeavouring to decide 
lor ourselves, wita as much certainty as 




















































God upon our anxious tnvestigations.— 
But such questions are not likely to be 
well answered, nor even to be asked with 
becoming impressions of their weiglit, a- 
midst the hurry of pablic life, and ihe (lis- 
sipating influence of general 
if we would protitably examine these de- 
ceitful hearts of ours, and know how our 
accounts stand with God aud eternity. we 
must retire to solitude and silenee: and 
there,imploring the aid of the Holy Spi- 
rit, labour to trace the cur of our 
thoughts, affections and motives, so that 
we way see what we are in the lie! 
which God sees us. who inces ant 
holds all that is within us, and will judge 
us according to truth at the last day. 
Thirdly, “solitude is necessary for the 
all- important ever cise of secret devotion : 
Religion is the hinge on which our eternal 
welfare turns ; and in its most imposing 
aspect, itis to every one of usa personal 
concern. The judicious Christian will 
not understand meas detracting from the 
usefulness of social worship, when I say 
that acts of individual piety are still 
more usef.!. It isin our separate devo- 
tions that we approach our God the near- 
est. Itis here that we thank him for 
our peculiar mercies, and present our 
ri pam for peculiar favours, such 
as the special cases of our souls require. 
We have sins and imperfections to con- 
fess, diseases of the heart to bemoan, which 
it is not fit that our fellow creatures 
should be acquainted with. We retire 
for a while even from the house and the 
people of God ; that we may place our- 
selves under his inspection alone, and 
our out our whole hearts before him. 
Vithout such habits as these, we have 
great reason to believe that we cannot 
prosper in religion. Secret prayer is re- 
quisite to obtain a disposition for the dis- 
charge of every other duty. And the 
practice affords us, in itself, the most 
striking pr vot of our religious sincerity. 
We e may sing and pray in “the presence of 
others, i in order to obtain their applause. 
But it is hardly possi: e to engage and 
persevere in solitary worship, without 
feeling the supreme importance of peace 
with God, and unfeignedly aiming to 
please ht m by filial obedience to ail his 
comman-iments. Osacred hours. when 
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we can possibly reach, by the blessing of 


































the heaven born disciple of Jesus (:,, 
gikies away from 4 turbulent, distraciig, 

workl, to commune with his God, and 

anticipate in some degr ce those pleasurss 
id nnalloye l. with are at bis rig cit 
hand {orever more! 

I know that many lives must unayoid, 
ably be very busy ones. [tis impossiij, 
te prescribe | he quantity of time why, 
any Chitstian «6 bound to dedic: ‘ite to py. 
ous retiremest. What I wish in 
fering these reflection® is to excite 
reager to a Coase it nfiwus te de “npr ti 
time for the purposes which have beey 
ment 
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PHTLANDER, 

nates. 

Hoy Prizavorr requests the insertion 
Of the following erratum, viz. Page 354, 
col. lL. line 12 Correct the sentenes 
thus: ‘This saving grace ts wrought © by 
the Spirit and Word of God 3” by the 
Holy Spirit as the efficient cause, and 1) 
the word of revealed truth as the instru 
ment mbhis hands. 
ree Pe ———— 

Ne w-ORLEANS, April 12.—Yesteviay 
divine worship was celebrated for the first 
time in gy Protes tant Church, lately e- 
rected in this City, and an elegant dis- 
course analogous to the occasion, “deliver. 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Hur: this ts the 
first tabrick intended for worship accord- 
ing to the Protestant rites that has bees 
built on the Island of Orleans, or perha| 8 
in the State of Louisiana, It is a circum 
stance strikingly indicative of the impro 
ing state of manners, and we trust it wi! 
be an era in the history of our city, distin- 
cuishing the commencement of the reign 
of morais and religion. 

—— 
JEWS. 

A letter dated March 20, 1816, recently re 
ceived in this town, from an American gente 
man in Eurepe, says, An interesting event 
took place at Stansted, Hampshire County, © 
giand, the beginning of this month. Two le 
were baptized * the Chapel of Lewis Way, 
Esq. one of the Vice Presidents of the Jocie ey 
for the Conversion of the Jews, by his brot 
the Rev. B. Way. One of them was from Po- 
land, and will soon return thither to his wire 
and family. ‘They were both, I unde: "Stalk, 
destined for the Minist: "y, as are gon 
eighteen others, resi@ing at Stansted, { 
sume theirstudhes at Me, Way's expence 
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